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I.

Executive Summary

This report presents data released by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) to
provide new data on Temporary Protected Status (TPS) from 2018 through 2020 never before
available to the public. The tables breakdown TPS recipients by age, gender, work
authorization, state of residence, country of origin, registration date, and previous
immigration status.
Key takeaways from the data include:
●

The majority of TPS holders are 19-50 years old (Tables 2a through 11b).

●

Less than half of all TPS holders (44.6 percent) have work authorization in the United
States (Table 12).

●

More men than women have TPS based on their reported gender, at 56.2 percent and
43.7 percent respectively (Table 1).

●

Over half of all TPS holders live in four states: California (17.95 percent), Florida
(13.75 percent), Texas (12.88 percent), and New York (12.33 percent) (Table 13).

●

Over 90 percent (382,109) of all TPS holders are from three countries: El Salvador
(247,514), Honduras (79,334), and Haiti (55,261). New TPS designations would
potentially benefit 750,000 from El Salvador, 400,000 from Honduras, 100,000
from Haiti (Table 14).

●

Nearly 82,000 TPS holders have gone on to obtain a green card (Table 27).

●

Nearly 10,000 TPS holders have gone on to obtain U.S. citizenship (Table 27).

II.

Background and Methodology

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) provides protection from deportation and permission to work
for eligible nationals of countries that have been designated temporarily too dangerous for
return. During the time frame for the data in this report, ten countries were designated for TPS:
El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Nepal, Nicaragua, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Syria, and
Yemen. For more information on TPS, see CLINIC’s website.
The TPS data included in this report came from two sources. The majority of the tables (Table 1
through Table 26) contain data obtained by TPS AWG through a FOIA request to the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security, which was received by the agency on August 27, 2019 and
fulfilled by USCIS on November 6, 2020.1 The majority of the data were displayed in large
Microsoft Excel tables, which we then organized into the tables of this report. All percentages
were calculated using the existing data in Excel. Notes accompanying the tables below were
taken from the same USCIS FOIA release and edited for clarity.2 The second data source,
informing Table 27, was released to Congress as part of congressional oversight and is available
publicly online.

III.

Tables

Dates for each table are dependent on when USCIS queried the data, which may lead to slight
discrepancies between tables pulled at different times. Each table is accompanied by notes,
1

Letter from James Holzer, Deputy Chief FOIA Officer, to Jill Marie Bussey, Director of Advocacy, Catholic Legal
Immigration Network, Inc. (Sept. 3, 2019), on file with author.
2
To download the original records received from USCIS, see http://bit.ly/TPSFOIAReportData.
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either at the start of the section or below the table itself, detailing all contextual information
given by USCIS for that data. It is important to note in particular that the inclusion of a “D” in
place of a data point indicates that a count is less than ten and the data was withheld to protect
the requestor’s privacy. An “H” is included to redact the second lowest number in a set so that
“D” cannot be calculated through deduction, though USCIS applies this rule inconsistently.

A. Demographics
Overall, more men than women have TPS status based on their reported gender, at 56.2
percent and 43.7 percent respectively. The disparity is particularly stark for TPS holders from
Nepal, South Sudan, Sudan, and Yemen, where the difference ranges from roughly 28 to
49 percent.

The following information applies to “Table 2a” through “Table 11b,” detailing the reported age
and gender of TPS holders by country of birth:
1) The reports reflect the most up-to-date data available at the time the database is queried.
2) Duplicates were removed based on receipt number, A-Number, SSN, and Name-DOB combination.
3) Data include only those individuals that were approved and valid as of Sept. 30 of each fiscal year.
4) An individual is counted as having TPS only when the last request was approved; if it was
denied/withdrawn, the individual is removed and not counted.
5) Individuals who naturalized are removed in the fiscal year of the naturalization.
6) The age of the individual is as of Sept. 30 of the end of each fiscal year.
7) Age is reported as entered. Therefore any data entry errors are included.
8) Not available means the data is not available in the electronic systems.
9) D - Count is less than 10 and data withheld to protect requestors' privacy.
DHS, USCIS, C3 Consolidated, ELIS via SAS, queried June 24, 2019.
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Parameters: Form(s): I-821 - Data Type: Approved Individuals listed by fiscal year, country, gender,
and age range. - Time Frame: All Time (ending 9/30/2018)
Source: USCIS, obtained by CLINIC via FOIA request Nov. 6, 2020.
(Data on file with authors: "TRK_4942_I821_TPS GAO Followup")

a. El Salvador
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b. Haiti

c. Honduras
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d. Nepal
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e. Nicaragua

f. Somalia
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g. South Sudan
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h. Sudan

i. Syria
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j. Yemen
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B. TPS Holders by Work Authorization
Though the tables above indicate that most TPS holders are of working age, less than half of all
TPS holders (44.6 percent) have work authorization in the United States. South Sudan
(30.67 percent), Sudan (24.48 percent), Nicaragua (13.27 percent), and Syria (a stark 0.11
percent) have especially low rates of work authorization. This may be a byproduct of record
USCIS processing delays in recent years.3 It may also be a recognition that many of those who
apply for TPS will do so solely for the protection from deportation, even if they are ineligible or
unable to apply for a work permit.

3

See Hearing, Policy Changes and Processing Delays at U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, House Committee
on the Judiciary, July 16, 2019 (testimony and recording at
https://judiciary.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=2273).
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C. TPS Holders by Location and Country
Though spread across the country, over half of all TPS holders in the United States live in four
states: California (17.95 percent), Florida (13.75 percent), Texas (12.88 percent), and New
York (12.33 percent).
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As seen below, over 90 percent (382,109) of all TPS holders are from three countries: El
Salvador (247,514), Honduras (79,334), and Haiti (55,261). Even so, this represents a
fraction of those who may ultimately benefit from restoring or redesignating TPS for these
countries. New designations would potentially benefit 750,000 from El Salvador, 400,000
from Honduras, 100,000 from Haiti, and many others.4

4

How Many Could Executive Action Protect? Estimating the Scope of Protection Through TPS and DACA,
Temporary Protected Status Advocacy Working Group (TPS AWG), June 2020, available at
https://cliniclegal.org/resources/humanitarian-relief/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals/how-many-could-executive
-action.

15

The following information applies to “Table 15” through “Table 24b,” detailing the number of
TPS holders in each state by country of birth:
1) The report reflects the most up-to-date data available at the time the report is generated.
2) Duplicates were removed based on receipt number, A-Number, SSN, and Name-DOB combination.
3) Country is based on Country of Citizenship as of application.
4) Counts may include individuals that may have also been approved for legal permanent resident status.
5) Counts include approved individuals regardless of whether their validity date has expired.
6) D - Count is less than 10 and data withheld to protect requestors' privacy.
Database Queried: Nov. 29, 2018; Report Created: Nov. 29, 2018; System: C3 Consolidated, ELIS and
CIS via SAS
Office of Performance and Quality (OPQ), Performance Analysis and External Reporting (PAER), DL
Parameters: Form(s): I-821 - Time Frame: All time - Data Type: Approvals
Source: USCIS, obtained by CLINIC via FOIA request Nov. 6, 2020.
(Data on file with authors: "TRK_3935_TPS Holders_By COB and Gender_OPS")

a. El Salvador
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from El Salvador reside in California (23.17
percent), Texas (14.8 percent), and New York (11.99 percent).
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b. Haiti
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from Haiti reside in Florida (56.67 percent) and
New York (16.4 percent).
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c. Honduras
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from Honduras reside in Florida (17.85 percent),
Texas (15.48 percent), and California (15.03 percent).
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d. Nepal
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from Nepal reside in Texas (18.43 percent), New
York (18.07 percent), and California (11.01 percent).
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e. Nicaragua
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from Nicaragua reside in Florida (45.3 percent) and
California (18.07 percent).
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f. Somalia
The highest concentration of TPS holders from Somalia resides in Minnesota (45.14 percent),
followed by Ohio (7.34 percent).
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g. South Sudan
TPS holders from South Sudan are spread across 31 states. Each of these states has one to ten
TPS holders from South Sudan, but the small numbers have been withheld to protect privacy.
An “H” is usually included to redact the second lowest number in a set so that “D” cannot be
calculated through deduction. In this case, the numbers for each state may be low enough to
calculate them based on the total, so the total has been replaced with an “H.”
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h. Sudan
The highest concentrations of TPS holders from Sudan reside in New York (13.9 percent),
Virginia (13.28 percent), and Texas (11.41 percent).
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i. Syria
The highest concentration of TPS holders from Syria resides in California (22.48 percent),
followed by Texas (7.56 percent).
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j. Yemen
When USCIS released approval data for 2018, it included a table detailing Northern Yemen,
though the region has never been individually designated for TPS separate from Yemen as a
whole. As the numbers for Northern Yemen are withheld, we can assume that the number of
TPS holders from Yemen in Michigan and New York is at most ten people more than the present
count. The highest concentration of TPS holders from Yemen resides in New York (26.15
percent), followed by California (13.38 percent).
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D. TPS by Registration Date
The re-registration rates for the most populous TPS groups (El Salvador, Haiti, and
Honduras) indicate that once provided temporary protection, TPS holders seem to be
re-approved relatively consistently, staying current with the government and paying regular fees
to re-register.
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E. TPS by Immigration Class and Status
TPS is not just for undocumented immigrants, but for all noncitizens in the United States who
are not lawful permanent residents at the time of their country’s designation. Thus many
immigrants with a non-immigrant status can benefit from a TPS designation. This is the first
time we have seen data to show the previous status of immigrants who eventually transitioned to
TPS, let alone by country of birth. The data did not include a key for the nonimmigrant class
codes, but many of them can be found on the USCIS website.5 Aside from the large number who
are in some way unknown (Blank, UN, UU, or UNK) or who entered without inspection (EWI),
5

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security (DHS), Nonimmigrant Classes
of Admission, last updated Dec. 28, 2017,
https://www.dhs.gov/immigration-statistics/nonimmigrant/NonimmigrantCOA.
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the top overall categories of admission for eventual TPS holders are: TPS, F-1, AS, B-2, and PAR.
TPS indicates that the applicant previously held TPS before applying again. An F-1 visa is an
academic student visa. A B-2 visa is a “temporary visa for pleasure,” or a tourist visa. AS
indicates an asylum applicant with work authorization. PAR indicates an immigrant who has
been paroled into the United States for at least one year (non-Cuban or Haitian).
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Table 27 documents how many TPS holders went on to obtain lawful permanent residency
(LPR) and/or U.S. citizen status.6 Historically, USCIS has included TPS holders who also have
LPR in their total TPS counts and continues to do so (see accompanying notes to the above
tables). However, it is only recently in 2018 that USCIS began to remove naturalized citizens
from the total TPS count (according to the data notes included by USCIS in the FOIA release).
The data below seems to support a more official path to citizenship for TPS holders. When
permanent residency or citizenship is available to them, a large number of TPS holders adjust
their status.

6

USCIS, DHS, “I-821, Application for Temporary Protected Status Current Beneficiaries by Country of Designation
and LPR/USC Status As of September 17, 2020,” Sept. 17, 2020,
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/data/TPS%2C_Current_Beneficiaries_by_Country_of_Designa
tion_and_LPRUSC_Status%2C_Receipt_Status_for_the_Latest_Re-registration_Period_by_Country.pdf.
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