Honoring

Shoba
Sivaprasad
Wadhia

June 23, 2017 ~ New Orleans, LA

Areception and benefit hosted by the

national g . . .
IMMIGRATION National Immigration Project

Droje ct of the National Lawyers Guild

of the National Lawyers Guild



H onoring Shoba Siva Prasac! Wadhia
A Bcnc}tit for the National Immigration Frc?jcct
of the National Lawgcrs Guild

June 23, 2017
Annual AILA Convention
New Orleans, LA
5:00 - 6:30 pm

PROGRAM
5:00 pm
5:45 pm
6:00 pm

Reception

Introduction and Tribute
Award Presentation

About the National Immigration Project
of the National Lawyers Guild

For over 45 years, the National Immigration Project of
the National Lawyers Guild (NIPNLG) has provided support to
legal practitioners, immigrant communities, and all advocates

seeking to advance the rights of noncitizens. Through litigation,
advocacy, training, technical assistance, and direct support to
immigrant community ogranizations, NIPNLG promotes justice
and equality in all areas of immigration law, the criminal justice
system, and in social policies related to immigration.

The National Immigration Project thrives upon a
foundation of roughly 1,500 members nationwide, whose
support and participation are integral to our success. Thank you
for joining tonight’s reception. Please consider becoming
a member of NIPNLG (or renewing) today. Please note that
our Membership Year runs from July 1st to June 30th annually,

so nhow is the perfect time to join or renew!

Learn more: nipnlg.org fb.com/nipnlg @nipnlg




About Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia
Mational Immigration Project
2017 Honoree

Professor Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia is an immigration law expert whose
research focuses on the role of prosecutorial discretion in immigration law and
the intersection of race, national security, and immigration. One of the
nation’s leading scholars on the role of prosecutorial discretion in immigration
law, her scholarship has served as a foundation for scholars, advocates, and
government officials seeking to understand or design a strong prosecutorial
discretion policy. Her book, Beyond Deportation: The Role of Prosecutorial
Discretion in immigration Cases, published by NYU Press, was awarded a 2017
Honorable Mention by the Eric Hoffer Book Awards.

At Penn State Law, Wadhia teaches doctrinal courses in immigration and
asylum and refugee law. She is also the founder/director of the Center for
Immigrants’ Rights Clinic, where law students work on a wide range of
immigration matters, from educating university, faith, and immigrant commu-
nities in the local municipality; to providing legal support in individual cases of
immigrants challenging deportation (removal). The Clinic has been instrumen-
tal in responding to immigration issues since the recent Presidential Election.

Wadhia has appeared widely on national television and radio, including
MSNBC and CSPAMN, and has been quoted or featured by numerous publica-
tions, including The Hill, National Law Journal, New York Times
Magazine, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, and Associated Press,

Prior to joining Penn State, Professor Wadhia was deputy director for
legal affairs at the National Immigration Forum in Washington, D.C. She has
been honored by the Dept. of Homeland Security’s Office for Inspector General
and Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, and in 2003, she was
Pro Bono Attorney of the Year by the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee. She began her legal career as an associate with Maggio Kattar, P.C.
in Washington, D.C., where she handled asylum, deportation, and employment
-based immigration benefits matters. She is an active, longtime supporter and
member of the National Immigration Project.

When Dan called me about the award, | was first shocked and then had a
flashback to my first phone call to Dan circa 1998 when my boss,
Michael Maggio, suggested | call Dan after | questioned whether my client's
case was in fact an aggravated felony as charged. That phone call was
an early love story with the National Immigration Project.

There have been many stories since. | grew up with the Project — first as a
low student, and later as an attorney and advocate, and now teacher.
The NIPNLG staff and members are a constant source of inspiration
for brilliance, authenticity, and friendship.

I am truly honored and humbled to receive this award.
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